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Imagine while at a quiet family 
gathering, your aunt happens 
to mention a fire and a dead 
body and that your great-
grandmother was arrested 
for murdering your great-
grandfather. After you pick 
your jaw up off the floor, 
what do you do? Of course, 
you abandon your successful 

engineering career and go traipsing 
across the globe—from Butte to Belgium—to find out what happened 
and write a book about it.  
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